
 Summer 1 – Walking with Dinosaurs   

                                                       EYFS Medium Term Planning  

  

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 
Playing and Exploring – During this topic the children will be encouraged to play and explore using knowledge they already have and supported 

to develop a ‘have a go’ attitude at school.  

Active learning – The children will be provided with daily activities that allow them to be active and involved in their learning. The activities 

will help develop concentration and attention.  

Creating and thinking Critically – Our continuous provision will strongly encourage the children to explore their own ideas and to tackle a task 

how they feel best suit 
 

Trips, Texts and Experiences 

  
 

Core Texts: Harry and his  

bucketful of dinosaurs  

Dinosaurumpus  

Outdoor Provision 

 
 

Music and performance  

Role play shed  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 

 
-SCARF Theme- Rights and 

Responsibilities:   



Dinosaur Encyclopaedia   

 

Other Texts:  

Dinosaur Roar 

Stomp Chop Big Roars, Here comes the 

Dinosaurs  

 

Nursery Rhymes and Traditional Tales:  

 

The Gingerbread Man  

The boy who cried wolf  

 

Poems and Non-Fiction books all about Farms. 

Seasonal songs and rhymes. 

 

Trips and Experiences  

Sensory dinosaur trays   

Videos/Pictures 

Woodland exploring  

Outdoor experiences  

 

Nature kitchen 

Large construction  

Maths and writing resources shed  

Construction area  

Car wash  

Water area  

Bikes and scooters  

Tyres  

Pirate ship 

Physical development equipment  

Sand area 

Reading garden      

Looking after myself  

Looking after others 

Looking after my environment 

Looking after my special people 

Looking after my friends 

Being helpful at home and caring for our 

classroom 

Caring for our world 

Looking after money (1): recognising, spending, 

using 

Looking after money (2): saving money and 

keeping it safe 

-My Feelings, Friends and Family Theme- 

families and people who care for me:  
What makes a family? 

Who lives with you at home? 

Who else is special to us?   

 

-Circle Time  

-Sharing and taking turns.   

-Healthy food and lifestyles.     

-Exploring feelings through stories.   

-Exploring difference and similarities.   

-Exploring changes over time and how 

these changes feel.   

https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-myself
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-others
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-my-environment
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-my-special-people
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-my-friends
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/being-helpful-at-home-and-caring-for-our-classroom
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/being-helpful-at-home-and-caring-for-our-classroom
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/caring-for-our-world
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-money-1-recognising-spending-using
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-money-1-recognising-spending-using
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-money-2-saving-money-and-keeping-it-safe
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/lesson-plans/looking-after-money-2-saving-money-and-keeping-it-safe


Literacy  

 
-Daily phonics- Nursery will be working on Phase 

1 Letters and Sounds and Reception Phase 2/3/4. 

-Listening to and making dinosaur sounds.  

-Exploring Non-fiction books on dinosaurs.  

-Nursery will take part in weekly Beat Baby and 

Write Dance sessions.     

-Phonics games using alliteration, initial sounds 

and rhyming activities. 

-Learning phonemes, digraphs, trigraphs and 

segmenting and blending in Reception. As well, as 

learning High Frequency and Tricky Words.  

-Recalling and recording stories using story maps 

and mountains.   

-Mark making using different patterns such as 

zig zags, lines and circles. 

-Reading a range of words, sentences and books. 

-Make a small world swamp/dinosaur world.   

-Make labels for dinosaurs and make up dinosaur 

names.   

-Making dinosaur rhymes.  

-Write stories, lists, instructions, diary entries.  

-Read and make up poems.   

-Role play – dinosaur swamp, palaeontologist site, 

camping site.   

Communication and Language 

 
-Talking about their own experiences. 

listen to others talk and ask questions of 

others.   

-To listen to stories with increasing 

attention and recall such as Harry and his 

bucketful of dinosaurs.  

-To join in repeated refrains and 

anticipate key events and phrases in 

rhymes and stories. 

-To show an understanding of prepositions 

(over, under, through)- Where are the 

dinosaurs?    

-To understand and respond to ‘why’ and 

‘how’ questions.  

-To use language to imagine and recreate a 

range of roles and experiences in play 

situations. 

-Describing different settings from the 

story e.g. swamp, volcanoes etc.   

-Develop listening and attention through 

listening to stories.  

-Extend vocabulary linked to dinosaurs.   

-Follow conversations, listen and respond 

to the children.  

Physical Development 

 
-Weekly Gymnastics  

-PE Hub lessons- coordination and 

manipulation  

-Maypole Dancing. 

-Outdoor learning opportunities.  

-dinosaur movements and dancing.   

-Name writing and pencil control.  

-Moving in different ways- over, under and 

through- pretending to be on a farm 

working.  

-Movement to music.  

-Use art and craft tools including scissors 

safely to cut and build models.  

-Dress and undress. 

-Regular handwriting/letter formation 

sessions.  

-Dough disco. 

-Use of outdoor physical equipment such 

as bikes and scooters. 

-Fine motor activities e.g. threading 

straws into colanders.  

-Exploring different textures e.g. straw, 

mug, water, etc.  

-cutting skills  



- writing facts and making fact sheets on dinosaurs.  

-Write about own experiences.   

-Label objects found when digging for bones.    

-Making silly soup.  

-Individual reading sessions.   

-Guided Group reading sessions.  

-Weekly Library sessions with our Reading bears.  

-Reading Bears to take home.    

-Daily stories, songs, rhymes, poems all about 

dinosaurs and other stories.    

-Researching dinosaurs.  

 

- what is going to happen to the dinosaur 

egg? Asking questions and making 

predictions.   

-Moving like dinosaurs – stamping, stomping 

and stretching.  

Mathematics 

 
 

 

 

-Where are the dinosaurs? Positional language. 

- Encourage children to explore and compare 

different weights and capacities.  

-Counting and recording. 

-Counting forwards and backwards.   

-Collecting and sorting natural objects according 

to their shape, size or colour. 

-Look at and begin to identify numbers and 

shapes.   

Understanding the World 

 
-RE Unit:  Creation     

-Exploring our natural world. 

-learning all about dinosaurs- what does a 

long time ago mean? Time, where did they 

live? What did they look like? What did 

they eat?   

-Observational drawings.   

-Seasons and weather changes.    

-Comparing and naming dinosaurs. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 
-Noticing the patterns and making own 

patterns using different tools.   

-Printing dinosaur feet.   

-Using junk modelling to make dinosaurs.   

-dinosaur songs and rhymes.  

-Singing and finding out about nursery 

rhymes.  

-Role play- dressing up/taking on different 

roles and occupations.  

-Drawing and painting.   



Measuring dinosaur bones and footprints.  

-Measurement- measuring plants that are 

growing– big and small, long and short.     

-Sorting and problem solving with dinosaur 

counters.  

-Patterns, colours and shape patterns.  

-Number rhymes.  

-Match number cards with groups of objects.  

-Addition and subtraction problem solving.  

- dinosaur counting songs and stories such as ten 

dinosaurs and five enormous dinosaurs. 

-comparing sizes of dinosaurs.   

 -measuring height, length and weight.  

Making shape dinosaurs.   

-comparing groups of dinosaurs- how many dinosaurs 

are in Harry’s bucket?  

-Exploring different habitats. 

-what is a palaeontologist? What do they 

do?   

-Bible stories- Looking at Creation- the 

weather and the natural world.  

-Sharing own special times and 

experiences.  

-Explore different textures and materials 

e.g. mud, swamp, slime etc.  

-Using torches, computers and other ICT 

equipment.  

Using equipment such as magnifying 

glasses, tweezers, pipettes etc to explore.   

-Dinosaur skeletons.  

-Exploring reptile skin.   

-capacity- filling and emptying buckets.  

-Sensory activities of exploring natural 

materials/appeal to different senses.   

-Mixing colours. 

-Hand print dinosaurs.  

-Using materials such as playdough to 

make dinosaurs.   

Learning about different textures, 

patterns and camouflage.   

Role play areas: Dinosaur park and dinosaur 

museum.  

-making dinosaur skeletons using pasta 

shapes.  

 

  

 

 



-Learning about the natural world and 

different habitats.   

-Dinosaur playdough.   

Exploring and making fossils.  

Special Events 
 

 

 
World Ocean Day 

Father’s Day  

May Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Parent and Carer Sessions- Sorry, these will not take place this half term!  

 
Sessions  Activity  Parent Feedback  

 


