
 

 

 

Nursery and Reception 

Home Learning Challenges   

  

 

Hello Parents, Carers and Pupils of All Saints CE Primary School and Nursery,  

We hope you are all well. We are missing you lots! 

We hope you enjoyed completing the challenges over the last two weeks. Remember to 

keep some work, take photographs or keep a diary to share with us. We would love to 

see your wonderful learning! You can also send your work and photos to be put onto our 

school website! We will be updating you with your next challenges in 2 weeks’ time, so 

we hope this keeps you busy and you have lots of fun learning! 

Stay safe and see you all soon.    

 

We thought with all of the beautiful weather and sunshine it would be lovely to learn 

about Under the Sea. This theme will run from the 1st June - 15th June 2020 and 

remember we would love to see your work.   

 

~Creative Challenge-   

Recycle an egg box and make an ‘under the sea’ setting. Be creative and make or collect 

items to put in your box.  

 

Use a fork to paint your own sea creature. Describe the patterns you 

can see?  

 

Use pencils, crayons, paint or chalk to create a sea picture. Use different lines to 

create the waves.  

 

 

                



You could even have ago at making your own crab, using a paper plate! Instructions for 

both of these activities can be found on Twinkl, which is free to use at the moment.  

 

 

 

~Singing Challenge- Here are some ‘Under the Sea’ songs and rhymes to sing and dance 

to…  

  

1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a Fish Alive  

 

One, two, three, four, five, 

Once I caught a fish alive. 

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten, 

Then I let it go again. 

Why did you let it go? 

Because it bit my finger so.  

Which finger did it bite? 

This little finger on the right. 

One, two, three, four, five, 

Once I caught a crab alive. 

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten, 

Then I let it go again. 

Why did you let it go? 

Because it bit my finger so. 

Which finger did it bite? 

This little finger on the right. 

One, two, three, four, five, 

Once I caught an eel alive. 

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten, 

Then I let it go again. 

Why did you let it go? 

Because it bit my finger so. 

Which finger did it bite? 



This little finger on the right. 

This little finger on the right. 

 

Row Row Row Your Boat  

Row, row, row your boat 

Gently down the stream 

Merrily merrily, merrily, merrily 

Life is but a dream 

Row, row, row your boat 

Gently down the stream 

Merrily merrily, merrily, merrily 

Life is but a dream 

Row, row, row your boat 

Gently down the stream 

Merrily merrily, merrily,… 

 

 

 

There are lots of songs and rhymes about ‘Under the sea’ on YouTube. You could even 

have a go at making up your own songs too! You could also practice the noises that you 

may hear under the sea. 

~Maths Challenge-   

 

 

 

Draw or cut out shapes to make sea creatures. Name the shapes and talk about them.  



 

                               Design your own fish or sea creatures and have a go recording numbers. 

Sing 1,2,3,4,5, Once I caught a fish alive and find a number.  

  

 

 

  

Which number comes next? How do you know? Why do we have to say the numbers in the same 

order when we count? How many do you have? How do you know you have that number? How 

could you check your answer? How do you know you have counted every object? What number is 

1 more? 

 

 

 

 

There are lots of resources on Twinkl. Have a go counting the sea creatures and forming the 

number correctly.   

 

~Cooking Challenge  

Make you own fish pizza. Decorate your fish pizza with different toppings. Talk about 

the shape of your different toppings.   

 

 Pizza Dough Recipe  

• 2 ½ Cups flour 

• 1 teaspoon Salt 

• 1 Cup warm water 

• 1 Tablespoon yeast 

• 1 Tablespoon Italian seasoning or to taste, optional 

• 1 Tablespoon oil 



 

 

 

Use fruit and vegetables to make your own sea life creatures. Talk about the shapes, patterns 

and colours that you can see. 

 

Make some ‘under the sea’ party food and throw your own ‘under the sea’ party.   

     

~Reading Challenge- Under the Sea Books 

Have you got a book or story about under the sea? Read it together and find out 

whether it is a story or an information book. Remember to talk about what happens in 

the book!  

 

Here are a few of our favourite books… 

 

Under the Sea 

Sharing a Shell 

Rainbow Fish 

Commotion in the Oceon  

Deep-Sea Diary 

Bright Stanley  

A House for Hermit Crab 

Mister Seahorse  

Ten Friendly Fish  



Starry-Eyed Stan  

~Phonics Challenge- Play with Sounds and Words  

Please continue to listen to and say the first sounds in words and have a go at clapping 

words such as ‘octopus’ (3 claps - 3 syllables) and ‘seahorse’ (2 claps - 2 syllables). 

Which words are longer and shorter? How many claps? Have a play with words.  

 

Hearing initial sounds - Say the words fish, octopus, sea, dolphin, whale and jellyfish. 

What phonemes/sounds do each of the words begin with? What can you hear? For 

example, w w w whale, j j j jellyfish, etc. Can you think of anything else that lives in the 

sea? What sound does it begin with? Maybe you could have a go at segmenting and 

blending some of these words too? Or make a list of them with pictures.  

 

Reception challenge - There are lots of fish under the sea. Can you think of three 

words that start or end with ‘sh’?  

 

Have a go at playing Buried Treasure on Phonics Play- or have ago at making your own at 

home using a treasure chest and a rubbish bin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

You could even have a go at phoneme fishing. What sounds can you find? Can you 

practice writing these sounds? Maybe you could try writing them in sand too, if you 

have any at home… Happy fishing!  

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to use the 

 

Phonicsplay.com website to help support home learning too and it is still free to 

use!  

 

Mind and Body Challenge - Keeping Healthy  

We must not forget to take care of our mental and physical health too!  

Here are a few activities that can be done daily to keep us healthy. 

 

• Continue to enjoy Cosmic Yoga and Joe Wicks on YouTube as we are doing this 

daily in school! Cosmic Yoga also has a special Under the Sea video!  

 

 

• Play lots of games like ‘Sleeping Sea Lions’. This is the same as sleeping lions, but 

you are just pretending that you live in the sea.  

 

 

• You could try to move like a sea creature… Can you make your body flat like a 

stingray? Can you slither like an eel? Can you crawl like a crab? Can you sway like 

seaweed? Some sea creatures have legs and some have fins, so this might 

change how you need to move your body. You could even add under the sea music 

to this.  

 

 

• Whilst we are thinking about the sea, why not talk to your grown up about how 

to stay safe around water. It is really important you know about this.  



 

 

• Healthy diet – Why not try making some sea creations using fruit. What sea 

creatures can you make? What fruit or vegetables could you use?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Finally, don’t forget to make hand washing lots of fun! Here is a song to sing 

whilst washing your hands. There are also lots of rhymes and songs on YouTube 

too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Writing Challenge - I Spy  

 



Try drawing or painting something that lives in the sea or maybe you could draw an 

under the sea world – What does it look like? What is happening under the sea? What 

colour is it? What shapes is it made from? Try to write a label for your picture or even 

a sentence - don’t forget to clap the words and listen to the sounds carefully before 

writing!  

 

Nursery challenge - Imagine you have found a magic shell. You can have one wish. Draw 

a picture to show us what your wish would be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhyming strings - Why not have a go at creating your own rhyming strings using the 

words sea, fin, sand, fish, ray and shell. Which words sound similar? Can you record 

your rhyming strings? Can you think of other sea words that rhyme?  

 

You could play I Spy, using the pictures below: 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remember to hold your 

pencil correctly – Nip, Flip 

and Grip!  

Keep practicing the 

letters in your first and 

last name and number 

formation too!  

 

 

 

 

What can you see? Try to write some sentences about the picture, for example: The 

fish can swim, I can see a shark, etc.  

 

Make sure you have lots of fun and remember to be creative with these activities! 


